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After denial of former husband's petition to modify
his child support obligations, the Circuit Court, Dade
County, Eugene J. Fierro, J., awarded attorney fees to
wife. Husband appealed. The District Court of Ap-
peal held that attorney fee award would be reduced
by one-half time claimed.

Reversed and remanded with directions.
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Former wife's attorney fee award in postdissolution
modification proceeding would be reduced by one-
half 71 hours claimed; wife was represented by ex-
perienced competent attorney in routine modification
proceedings that involved no novel or complex ques-
tions of law or fact, and husband's petition generated
one two-hour deposition, routine document discov-
ery, and one final hearing.
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Before BARKDULL, JORGENSON and GERSTEN,
JJ.
PER CURIAM.
Walter Edward Whitney appeals from an order

awarding his former wife attorney's fees in a post dis-
solution modification proceeding. For the following
reasons, we reverse and remand.

The parties were divorced in 1989 following a six-
year marriage; they have two minor children. The Fi-
nal Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage incorpor-
ated a marital settlement agreement that provided for
child support of $2,000 per month. In September,
1991, the former husband sought a downward modi-
fication of his child support obligations on the basis
of a substantial change in circumstances. Although
the husband had been a partner in the accounting firm
of Peat, Marwick when the dissolution was entered,
he lost that job and took a position with another em-
ployer at a substantially lower salary. The trial court
denied the husband's petition; this court reversed.
Whitney v. Whitney, 624 So.2d 275 (Fla. 3d DCA
1993). The wife sought fees in the trial court and was
awarded $14,200 for 71 hours of work at $200 per
hour.

The trial court abused its discretion in determining
the amount of fees to which the wife was entitled.
“In deciding upon amounts to be awarded as attor-
ney's fees, a trial court must consider not only the
reasonableness of the fees charged but the appropri-
ateness of the number of hours counsel engaged in
performing his services as well. The court should re-
view the nature of the services rendered and the ne-
cessity for their performance, along with the reason-
ableness of the charges.”

Mercy Hospital, Inc. v. Johnson, 431 So.2d 687, 688
(Fla. 3d DCA), rev. denied, 441 So.2d 632
(Fla.1983). See also Valparaiso Bank & Trust Co. v.
Sims, 343 So.2d 967, 972 (Fla. 1st DCA) (when re-
viewing award of fees, appellate court should con-
sider complexity of issues, nature of responsibility
undertaken, services required, and skill and diligence
necessary), cert. denied, 353 So.2d 678 (Fla.1977).

In this single-issue case, the claim for hours reason-
ably expended is excessive, and is subject to reduc-
tion. See, e.g., Dalia v. Alvarez, 605 So.2d 1282,
1283 (Fla. 3d DCA 1992). The wife was represented
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by an experienced competent attorney in routine
modification proceedings which involved no novel or
complex questions of law or fact. The husband's peti-
tion generated one two-hour deposition, routine docu-
ment discovery, and one final hearing. On the basis
of the record, “we conclude that there was nothing
*518 complex about the case that an experienced at-
torney could not have handled in one-half the time
claimed.” Dalia, 605 So.2d at 1284.FN1

FN1. Although the hours which the trial
court found reasonable were within the
range of the experts' testimony presented at
the hearing before the General Master,
“[t]he existence of such evidence does not
require that we abandon our own expertise,
much less our common sense.” Miller v.
First American Bank & Trust, 607 So.2d
483 (Fla. 4th DCA 1992).

We reverse and remand with directions to award fees
in an amount not to exceed $7,000.
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